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fertility, and city dwellers by hundreds of thousands
re-discovered the thrill and wonder of making things

grow. A new fraternity made itself felt
Brotherhood among these amateur cultivators from
potato %g classes once widely sundered, who found

themselves neighbours in the allotment
field. There was a kind of brotherhood of the big
potato. On his suburban railway platform the bank
manager would produce with pride a monstrous
tuber, " grown on my allotment ! " and challenge
his fellow-passengers to show its rival.

No rent was payable by the authorities to owners
of unoccupied or common land, and allotment holders
were only required to pay such rent as would recoup
the cost of providing and preparing the plots. The
authorities were empowered to carry out such
preparation, and also to supply seeds, manures
and implements at cost price, thus simplifying for
would-be pilgrims the unfamiliar road back to the
land.

Returns collected from 1,161 towns showed that
during 1917 there were provided by urban authorities
Achievement* some J9>8l2 acres of ground, let in 273,822
of the            plots, for which there were 301,359

allotment applicants. The movement was still
movement further extended in ^^ and it wag

estimated by the Horticultural Division that in that
year there existed in the whole country about
1,400,000 allotments, of which 830,000 had come into
existence since the outbreak of the War. Some
400,000 of these had been provided since 1916 by
local authorities, equipped with the powers given
them by the Lands Cultivation Order. The over-
whelming majority of these allotments were being
worked by urban dwellers ; so that this movement.